
Student Council painted the 
town red to raise awareness of 

homecoming week. Students 
traveled to local businesses 

around the area the weekend 
prior to homecoming. They 

decorated the windows 
with the hope of showing 
Pony Pride throughout 
the community.

Paint the Town 
Red has allowed local 
businesses to form a 
connection with the 
student body. Many 
businesses are looking 
to expand their net-
works, and see this event 

as a great way to do that.
Dusty Dennis, student 

council adviser, organizes 
this event every year in hopes 
of providing local businesses 

with “a chance to meet stu-
dents in the community.”

Unfortunately, 
due to COVID-19, 
Paint the Town 
Red faced some 
setbacks regard-
ing the event. 
For example, 
the energy sur-
rounding the 
event used to 

be very strong. 
Since the com-
munity has been 

without this 
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Raising awareness for homecoming
event for two years, this energy has 
begun to die off.

Dennis said the event is not as 
grand as it once was. People have for-
gotten about it during these two years. 
As a result, the school will have to 
work to rebuild the tradition to what it 
was over the next couple of years.

Businesses in the area had very 
positive reactions to the students 
showing up to decorate their win-
dows. Many were very excited to help 
show their Pony Pride and form those 
connections with the community.

“I think both the students and 
community members had a lot of fun 
being involved and many businesses 
felt grateful to be included,” So-
phia Pietan, senior Student Council 
co-president, said.

Unlike past years, the student coun-
cil decided to call businesses instead 
of talking to them face-to-face due to 
COVID-19. This is a big change, as it 
may have been the reason that business 
engagement has declined.

“In the past, traditionally I’ve 
told students you need to go to the 
business. And that might be part 
of why our numbers aren’t quite as 
high,” Dennis said. “It’s kind of a 
learning opportunity.”

Finally, high school students 
spent around three weeks planning 
and organizing this event. This event 
was planned with very little help from 
adults in the school. High schoolers 
were able to take initiative to execute 
this event by themselves.

Amelia Bretl, senior student 
council co-president, said that this 
event has taken a lot of communica-
tion by many different students to put 
together. For instance, they needed to 
connect with each business and each 

sports team to make the event suc-
cessful. She thinks it is cool that 

the high schoolers did almost all 
of the planning and execution.

Paint the Town Red “gives 
a connection between some 
of the student body and the 
community,” Dennis said. 
“Businesses want to support 
their high school.”

Photos  by Sophia Arndt and Gabby Knowlan
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Pathways creates day for 
upperclassmen planning

Universities

offering tours

College and career

Career Pathways reserves Oct. 13th as a day

for students to tour MN and WI universities

 

 

University of Minnesota

Century College

Dunwoody College

University of St.
Thomas

Augsburg College

River Falls College
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Career pathways coordinators 
have set aside a day for juniors and 
seniors to plan their future on Oct. 
13. On this day physical campus 
tours of Minnesota and Wisconsin 
universities along with virtual tours 
for out of state campuses are offered 
for upperclassmen.

Physical campus tours are being 
offered to seven different universities. 
The list includes the U of M, UW 
Stout, Century College, Dunwoody 
College, St. Thomas, Augsburg and 
River Falls. Students will take a bus 
provided by the school to and from the 
campus during the school day if they 
choose to attend a tour. If students are 
interested in touring a school outside 
that list they are able to take a virtual 
tour from home that day as well.

“We looked at what are our top 
25 schools where kids go. We also 
looked at student survey data,” Path-
ways Coordinator Rachel Steil said. 
“The University of Minnesota was 
our number one school and Century 
College was our number two school.”

Our Pathways program is offering 
a variety of other opportunities for 
students to explore post high school 
options throughout the year. This in-
cludes Manufacturing Day on Oct. 1, 
Build my Future event on Oct. 6, and 
Healthcare Discovery Day on Nov. 28. 
These days are available for signup in 
the Pathways office (room F100)

Directed Study is an elective offered 
through the Pathways office. Students 
of any grade can sign up when register-
ing for classes this winter. The course is 
meant for students who are looking to 
direct their own learning. 
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The hockey team and members of the community lie down sod for wounded 
veteran Mike Polehna. The team organized this event as a way for them to bond.

The hockey team steps up in its 
community to help out a wounded 
veteran. Mike Polehna requested 
help to lie down 800 yards of sod for 
a house in an assisted living neigh-
borhood. In an immediate response, 
the hockey team participated to help.

The team’s initiative to join the 
community creates a sense of leader-
ship for the hockey team, and other 
teams may follow suit in helping the 
community. As a result, the more 
teams participate in the community, 
the more the community will help.

The hockey team took an op-
portunity to give back to a man 
because he put his life on the line 
to keep the community safe. It 
is crucial to understand Polehna 
for his sacrifice and give back to 
him. Without his service, the team 
could not play, and the community 
wouldn’t be what it is today.

“It gave us an opportunity to 
give back to someone who has 
given so much so we are able to 

go school and play hockey,” head 
coach Greg Zanon explained.

This event created a bonding 
experience for not only the commu-
nity, but the team itself. Since the 
previous season, it allowed players to 
bond with each other and helped the 
team create a stronger bond within 
the community. In addition, this event 
was an opportunity to work together 
in an atmosphere outside of hockey.

“I feel like I created a bonding expe-
rience with the team, to just get together 
because we haven’t been together in a 
while because we’re not training right 
now,” senior Logan Langer said.

The result of this event made the 
team feel good and the rest of the com-
munity who participated in this event. 
The team and the community had the 
opportunity to help out this individual 
who gave so much for them, and it 
felt wondrous knowing that this man 

is benefiting from the community he 
worked so hard to protect.

“This event made me feel really 
good, it showed that we have people in 
our community willing to help when 
help is needed,” Zanon explained.

Even though this event was essen-
tial to the community, some players 
from the team did not show up. Zanon 
was still delighted with the team’s 
attendance. However, even though 
they didn’t show up, Zanon did not 
mind. The number of members from 
the community helped even ou.

The team plans on helping in 
other future events, such as Still-
water Commerce. In addition, the 
team creates a positive image within 
themselves, which will benefit them 
in the future, such as funding or oth-
er events that will help the team—
giving back to a team that has given 
much to its community.
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District encounters bus issues 
as a result of driver shortage

PHOTO BY CHELSEA STAHL

As the school year begins, the 
district puts in hard work to cover 
missing bus routes after their vendor 
was unable to provide enough drivers 
for students. This year, Metropolitan 
Transport Network is having trouble 
finding drivers, leaving many routes 
and families without transportation.

Many students of all ages were left 
in the dark without any transportation 
to and from school. Families were 
notified only days before the elemen-
tary school-aged students started the 
school year. At the start of the school 
year, many families had to quickly 
find other options to get their children 
to school safely and on time. The 
district is hoping to keep families up 
to date on their website.

 The missing buses have impacted 
almost 4,000 students. This number 
continues to rise as changes are made. 
Hundreds of students not originally 
affected by the missing routes will be 
affected by the changed routes. It will 
take a few weeks to identify priority 
areas, and create new routes. It will 
take at least two weeks to implement 
the new routes.

“My favorite part about being the 
football manager is getting to know 
and watch so many of the athletes and 
getting to hype them up and hit their 
shoulder pads at games, really just 
being the ‘little sister of the family,” 
senior Grace Volkmann said. She 
spends practice days filling and hand-
ing out water bottles, always having 
her phone ready to call the trainer in 
the event a player gets hurt, as well as 
carrying their equipment.

This past summer, Grace was 
included in ETS workouts with 
players from the team. It only took 
one person to mention the possibility 
of Grace becoming the team man-
ager to have her convinced. Before 
the workouts started, she had never 
even thought about being manager, 
but throughout the summer she grew 
close with multiple players.

Grace Volkmann takes on 
role of football manager

Read more online at
sahsponyexpress.com
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"It's my senior year and I'm going 
to be me," senior Eliza Weston con-
fidently said while talking about her 
new project. Weston decided to take 
the school year to challenge herself. 
She wears new and exciting outfits 
everyday, all while documenting it in 
a photo essay for others to look at and 
be inspired by. As well as for herself, 
to look back on the fun she had in 
senior year.

"I started this project to take my 
passion to another level," Weston ex-
plained the motive behind her project.

 Quarantine changed many stu-
dents, but the way it affected Weston 
encouraged her to push herself.

"I really grew up during CO-
VID, and really learned who I was," 
Weston said while speaking on the 
initiative behind her photo essay. 
It is apparent that COVID changed 
her, and encouraged her to be 100% 
herself.

Weston really believes there is 
no better time to express who she 
is. Along with the photo essay that 
Weston has started to keep for others 
and herself, she also has started an 
Instagram account for other students. 
She started the account to show off 
students outfits, and to document 
them representing themselves.

"It's called 'stilly.drip.or.drown.' A 
junior and I are doing it together, we 
just go around and take pictures of 
other outfits that are really cool to us," 
Weston explained.

It's extremely inspiring to see 
students expressing themselves and 
being themselves without worrying 

about what anyone thinks.
Even though Weston only had one 

closet, all of her outfits were still di-
verse and different. She never tried to 
be boring, and always put effort into 
her outfits, instead of just throwing 

something on.
"Sometimes she will dress very 

formal, in vibrant dresses, and other 
times, she dresses more casual and 
funky, but she never wears anything 
boring," junior Kat Elstad, Weston’s 

Alison Bergman rides her way to victory

"She's confident, calm and doesn't 
freak out when a horse does some-
thing stupid," senior Marit Hegstad 
said, as she described her friend 
and fellow competitor.

Junior Alison Bergmann attend-
ed last season's World Champion-
ship Horse Show. The competition 
took place in Fort Worth, TX last 
June. It featured riders from around 
the world that participated in a 
variety of events. 

"I have countless awards but 
my biggest one is World Champi-
on Hunter Under Saddle," Alison 
explained.

Alison has traveled to many 

places for horse shows due to her 
passion for the sport. She has most-
ly traveled around Minnesota, Iowa, 
Wisconsin, North Dakota, South 
Dakota and Texas.

Alison’s mother Colleen Berg-
mann added that Texas was the 
most memorable award because it 
was the biggest prize.

Alison's passion for riding horses 
started at a young age as a result of 
her mother training horses. Alison 
was never phased by the danger of 
riding and attributed her success to 
her devotion.

"Even when a animal that big 
does something so stupid, she 
doesn't get scared. She keeps push-
ing,” Colleen added.

Alison did not win her first show, 
but she kept pushing. She pushed 

her horse while training and during 
shows to improve herself and her 
horse for future competitions.

Colleen worked with Alison 
often to train her horse, "her biggest 
achievement was getting onto a 
horse that was not talented out of 
the gate, she pushed that horse," she 
explained.

Combined with her six years of 
experience and help from Colleen, 
Alison has decided to try more chal-
lenging horses. Despite her world 
champion status, Alison proved that 
she can continue to improve her 
skills.

"I've been on the same horse for 
six years now. Yes, we know each 
other like the back of our hands, but 
trying something new here and there 
teaches you what that animal can do. 
I can go into shows with a different 
outlook," Alison said.

Colleen has spent countless hours 
watching and coaching Alison. She 
emphasized the risk of riding horses. 
Alison has a small figure, but regu-
larly deals with animals much larger 

than her.
"I'm happy to see her take a 

passion of mine and keep pushing 
to love the ride, but it does give me 
anxiety. Sometimes I have to walk 
away and take a deep breath to be 
able to keep watching," Colleen 
added.

The horse shows have become 
more competitive as Alison has 
aged, but Colleen was there to sup-
port Alison, as well as to push her. 

"She never gets scared when she 
jumps on to that horse, her only 
focus is winning and coming home a 
winner," Colleen explained.Alison’s 
next goal is to attend the World 
Show. Her love for the sport and 
for animals continues to inspire her 
to improve and compete at a higher 
level.Alison has always wanted to 
go to the World Show, “the one main 
reason I want to go is because of the 
puppy aisle which seems so fun,” 
she said with a smile."I have already 
faced big challenges in my riding ca-
reer, but no matter what challenges 
I have to face from here on out, I'm 
ready to do it,” Alison added.
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                                Junior Alison Bergmann poses with her world champion horse.

friend, explained.
Although it may seem like Weston 

spent a lot of money on clothes at 
fancy and trendy shops, she only 
bought secondhand clothes, and 
mostly shopped at Goodwill and other 
types of thrift stores.

"I only shop at Goodwill, Good-
will bins, any thrift store," Weston  
explained where all her clothes came 
from.

It is important that this is where 
the majority of Weston's clothes came 
from, as it does so much good for the 
environment. This is one of the reasons 
why Weston shops at Goodwill.

"Liza is a very outgoing and out-
spoken person, which is very inspiring 
because she always says what she's 
thinking," junior Ayva Newkirk, friend 
of Weston's,  said. 

Weston inspires Newkirk and ev-
eryone around her with her words and 
actions. The way that she's authenti-
cally herself helps other people to do 
the same.

Weston leaves a huge impact on ev-
eryone around her. With the Instagram 
account that she started, her photo 
essay, authentic outfits, and her words, 
Weston is unapologetically herself, 
and encourages everyone else to do 
the same. She goes to school each 
day, looking her best, and with much 
thought in her appearances, she also 
compliments other people around the 
building, inspiring them and making 
an impact.

"A lot of the times before in my 
high school career, I was really scared 
to like express myself and be who I 
was. So I just kind of realized for my 
senior year, I can just be me and keep 
on doing it," Weston said. 

Weston wears different outfits

Online Editor
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GRAPHIC BY ALLIE SCHLAGEL



SportsOct. 15, 20214 The Pony Express

During homecoming week, junior 
and senior girls faced off in the an-
nual Powder Puff football game for 
the prize title of winner. The upper-
classmen girls are coached by their 
respective grade male football play-
ers. They practice up to three times 
before the night of the game to learn 
positions and how to run plays. This 
year, the juniors took home the win 
with an ending score of 12-6.

Because the school was not able to 
hold the event last year, it was hard 
to gain excitement from students to 
participate. Seniors, having at least 
some experience with Powder Puff, 
were more excited than the class 
below them.

Senior Amelia Bretl explained 
that when she was a freshman most 
seniors were excited to participate 

Juniors win annual Powderpuff competition

During homecoming week, with 
last year’s disappointing season end, 
the girls soccer team has something 
to prove. The girls are working hard 

and she was “always  excited  to  do  
it [because of] other seniors.”

Even though there was less excite-
ment from the junior class this year, 
they still pulled through in the end 
with intense defense and success-
ful offensive plays to win the game. 
Juniors worked together as a team to 
beat the upper class.

Everybody “thought of us as the 
underdog...but we just came out with 
the dub,” junior Jessie Miggler said. 

Junior coach Chris Fretag added, 
“Our defense played the game of 
their life and the offense was on 
point.”

Although the seniors did not win 
this year, the game still served as a 
community building event where 
people from different sports came 
together to play and get to know each 
other.  During the three practices 
before the game, teammates had to 
learn how to work together, run plays 

Girls soccer team dominates new 
season through determination

to make up for lost time. Last season, 
the girls had an amazing run finishing 
first in section 4AA. Though, due to 
COVID-19, they were not allowed 
to participate in the state tournament 
because it was canceled.

So far the team is undefeated 
in their conference. They defeated 
Woodbury 5-0 on their home field be-
fore taking on White Bear Lake and 
won again 2-0. Their highest scoring 
game of this season was 9-0 versus 
Moorhead (non-conference). 

“We’re just 
a team of re-
ally good players,” 
senior captain 
Marisa Bonilla 
said. “Everyone 
works together and 
knows how to play 
together.” 

Head coach Mike Huber and 
senior captains Bonilla and CJ Fred-
kove lead the team. Huber has been 
coaching for eight successful years 
as well as coaching younger teams in 
the area.

When asked about his coaching 
philosophy, Huber said that he wants 
to see improvement. If they are not 
improving or working hard, then he 
is not working hard enough off of the 
field. He tries to make the practices 
“competitive but fun.” 

Similarly, Bonilla’s career goes 
back several years when she started 
playing at a young age. Soccer has 
always been one of her interests. After 
high school, she wants to continue 
playing, but at a less competitive level 
in order to focus on her education.

“I think I’m a good captain 
because I don’t put myself above 
anyone just because I am a captain. I 
still feel like I’m a part of the team, 
all my teammates and I, we’re all on 
the same level. And just because I 
am a captain doesn’t mean I’m better 
than anybody,” Bonilla said.

Girls high school soccer has 
always had a high level of competi-
tion. The girls varsity team is work-
ing hard and striving for another 

successful season.
“Just like in every drill, we give all 

our effort and expect everyone else 
to do the same,” junior Luka John-
son said. About the team culture, she 
said they “motivate each other to do 
better.”

“Everyone wants to win 
so we’re all putting in the 

work.” 

-Luka Johnson

“I think we are more motivated, 
and we want it more than any other 
team in the state because last year we 
were obviously ranked number one 
and we won sections, won confer-
ence, but did not go to state. And I 
think we all feel just robbed of that 
opportunity and we want to come 
back this year, and we have some-
thing to prove because we did not get 
it last year, ” Bonilla added.

This year’s state tournament will 
run Oct. 26-28 and Nov. 3-6 and the 
Ponies are on course to get there.

and communicate with each other.
“I think it was good community 

building within our own grade,” 
senior Stella Cockson said.

In the end, the Powderpuff game 

was all about raising spirit for the 
homecoming week and coming to-
gether as a student body.

Senior coach Mason Buck ex-
plained, “It’s more about having fun.”

The juniors (in pink) face off against the seniors (in black) during this year’s 
Powder Puff competition. Fans gather in the Pony Stadium to watch and cheer 
on the players for their long awaited head-to-head.
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Seventh grader Stella Hicks ran 
away with the competition, earning 
her spot as 4th runner on the girls 
varsity cross country team during 
the teams annual time trial the first 
week of practice at the high school in 
August.

The girls high school cross country 
team has a specific qualification per-
taining to middle schoolers- in order 
to run with the high school team as 
a 7th or 8th grader, the athlete must 
be in the top 7 fastest girls on the 
team, therefore earning their spot on 
varsity. Hicks clearly made this mark 
with room to spare when she ran the 
4th fastest time during the team's two 
mile time trial.

"I'm hoping that she continues to 
improve her running, as well as being 
a part of the varsity all season long," 
head coach Dawn Podolske said as 
she described her goals for Hicks.

At the first meet of the season, the 
Irish Invitational in Rosemount, Still-
water faced 20 other teams, and Hicks 
finished 23rd out of 166 girls racing 
varsity, and 4th on the team. She ran 
this 2 mile race in a time of 12:49,  
just 5 seconds behind junior Morgan 

Peterman and 14 seconds in front of 
sophomore Meredith Christensen.

Christensen and Hicks have 
quickly learned how to work together 
this season, "She and I run the same 
pace, so we're able to pace off of 
each other and run together in races," 
Christensen said.

Although having middle school 
kids on the team is not always com-
mon, runners scoring 1-2-3 for Still-
water all joined the team in middle 
school. Juniors Brooke Elfert, Avery 
Braunshausen and Morgan Peterman 
are all long time athletes of this team, 
with Braunshausen most recent to run 
varsity as a seventh grader.

Podolske explained what it is 
like to coach young runners, "in my 
experience it's been a very positive 
thing working with younger kids. 
With Stella and her build, she should 
improve as she develops and gets 
stronger."

With her young talent and speed, 
there's nothing stopping her, and head 
coach Dawn Podolske believes it, “I 
think she could be in the top 30 at 
the state meet. It just depends on her 
drive, and of course staying injury 
free is a big, big, thing”.

With only a 1:45 split between all 
top 5 runners, they run all of their 
workouts together, pushing each 
other to become better with each mile 

repeat. In particular during the races, 
Braunshausen, Peterman and Elfert 
are known to work together to work 
their way up, and Christensen and 
Hicks seem to be working together 
during races in a similar way.

"She's depending a lot on her 
teammates that are very experienced 
runners, and are following their 
strides," Podolske said about how 
Stella works with her team.

Looking ahead, the state cross 
country meet this year is on Nov. 6 
and will be held at St. Olaf. The past 
2 years, the girls cross country team 
has finished 5th at State and hope to 
do so again, even after graduating 
some serious talent and depth of the 
team.

Podolske explained what goals 
she has for Stella at the State meet, 
"I think the team will get in the state 
meet and I think she will be a part of 
that top 7." With her young talent and 
speed, there's nothing stopping her, 
and her coach believes it. 

With these goals in mind, they 
must prepare all season long, "The 
intensity of our hard days are very 
hard," Podolske said. 

The team has practiced their skill 
and technique, as well as a variety 
of pacing workouts, with hopes that 
their hard work will propel them to 
the State Meet Nov. 6.
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Hicks earns spot on varsity cross 
country team as seventh-grader

BROOKE ELFERT

Chevals gain new coach for upcoming season

This fall has brought a lot of new 
things to students and teachers, from 
testing out fully in-person school 
weeks to new coaches. The Chevals 
Dance Team was in need of a new fall 
season coach and McKenzie Coyle 
stepped up for the challenge.

After the 2020-2021 coach went 
on maternity leave, the Chevals were 
on the look for a new coach. Coyle 
has been dancing since the age of 
three, doing studio dance and spend-
ing time on the Woodbury pom team. 

"I took the position of the Fall 
Head Coach because my two passions 
are dance and working with students," 
Coyle said.

She is currently studying early 
childhood education, combining her 

love for dance and her want to help 
students, she was the perfect option 
for the job.

Coyle has done nothing but build 
the team up and open doors leading to 
new experiences.

"Allowing us to be a part of more 
school wide activities," freshman 
Lainey Zinda said about changes 
Coyle has made on Sept. 24 at the 
Homecoming halftime performance. 
The team danced with the Pony Mas-
cot which is not a usual thing. Due 
to the crowds enjoyment at their first 
performance, the girls were thanked 
by the Pony Touchdown Club with 
roses and a warm thank you.

The team works hard creating rou-
tines on and off the field. From Friday 
night halftime dances to daily practice 
and warm-ups.

“I wouldn’t necessarily say there 
have been a lot of changes to the 

team. There have just been rather 
small things, like how we do warm-
ups for example, but nothing too big 
or crazy,” senior Emerson Milby said.

Routine is important in any work 
environment, Coyle has made sure 
things stay running smooth.

In 2017, the dance team performed 
with five girls, today the they have 
twenty-two girls. The team has never 
been this large, exposing dance to 
people that had never anticipated this 
to be how they spend their afternoons.

"I never thought my life would 
lead me to coach a high school dance 
team," Coyle said.

The dance team is an opportu-
nity to branch out and meet people. 
Through new girls, the team has 
grown over four times the size. Al-
lowing more coaches to land jobs, 
more titles as dancers and more 
students are having fun dancing. 

"This team has so much potential 
and I love seeing all of the girls grow 
as dancers each day,” Coyle said. 

Times have not been the easiest for 
anyone recently, and coach Coyle is 
taking mental health head on.

“They [Coyle] have been really 
understanding about mental health is-
sues and have been wanting us to re-
ally get better at communicating with 
them about problems,” Zinda said.

Mental health is extremely impor-
tant and can be a struggle for many 
people. From talking openly about 
mental health to being empathetic 
towrds other teammates, clean rou-
tines areare not the only priority for 
the team this season.

Stepping in on a practice has made 
it apparent how much the team cares 
about one another. The Chevals are 
one large family and each practice is 
led with open arms and community.

Stella Hicks

Chevals winter tryouts:

Seventh Grader

4th fastest two mile trial time

12:49 two mile race time

23rd place of 166 at 
Irish Invitational Meet

25 26
October October

When:
Monday Oct. 25 

and
Tuesday Oct. 26

from
3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

In
Auxiliary Gym

Winter Chevals dance team has 

three levels of competition:

varsity, junior varsity and B-squad

Copy Editor
Buisness Editor

PHOTO BY BROOKE ELFERT

SUMER HARRINGTON

Online Editor
Photography Editor
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Texas has banned abor-
tions past six weeks, which 
has caused outrage across the 
country as Roe v. Wade, the 
decision made by the Su-
preme Court, in 1973, ruled 
in the Constitution a pregnant 
woman’s liberty to choose 
to have an abortion without 
excessive government restric-
tion, could be threatened. 
Texas is the first state to ban 
abortion past six weeks, and it 
may not be the last.

However, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice sued the state 
of Texas on Sept. 9, arguing 
that the law was unconsti-
tutional because it allowed 
Texas to prohibit abortion, 
while technically complying 
with Roe v. Wade rulings by 
allowing private parties to 
enforce the new restrictions.

HOW IT WORKS 
In order to comply with 

Roe v. Wade ruling, Texas 
will not be enforcing the 
law on a state level and will 
instead be encouraging civil-
ians to enforce it. A $10,000 
cash “reward” will be given 
to civilians who file a case for 
illegal abortion and win the 
case as a way to motivate citi-
zens to file and report cases.

“The number of filed abor-
tion cases are going to go up 
because people are empow-
ered, they have a chance to 
get money out of it, and that’s 
going to lead to more cases. 
People are just going to be 
in it for the money, like ‘oh, 
if I can find a way to sue this 
person, then I can get money 
out of it if everything goes my 
way,’ and that’s just going to 
create more issues,” sopho-
more Leah Cody said.

Patients cannot be sued, 
however, anyone who 
performs and aids with the 
abortion can, which will cause 

the availability of abortion 
even harder to come across as 
the provider will face charges. 
The defendant can never re-
coup their costs or attorney’s 
fees, even if they win the 
lawsuit. However, if the plain-
tiff wins, they are guaranteed 
to recoup costs and attorneys 
fees along with obtaining the 
$10,000 reward, showing bias 
in the system towards the 
plaintiff. 

Junior Ella Sevilla ex-
plained that this decision gave 
all odds to the plaintiff, “It 
doesn’t give the defendant any 
chance. Even if the plaintiff 
lost, which I’m sure they 
probably would not, they’re 
giving everything good to that 
side. And it’s just, the people 
who are helping someone get 
an abortion are left with noth-
ing. Even if they do win, they 
have to pay for their own at-
torney and don’t get any fees 
back. That’s not fair. It scares 
everyone, every little part of 
the suing part, the abortion 
part, it scares everyone, so I 
understand that I should not 
help anyone with an abortion, 
but it’s also the right thing to 
do if someone is in need of an 
abortion.”

MAIN COMPLAINTS
The law was created with 

no exceptions for rape or in-
cest. Although a rapist cannot 
sue over an abortion provided 
to a survivor of rape, someone 
else has the right to file a case 
for the abortion.

Without considerations in 
the law for rape, survivors of 
rape who become pregnant 
must birth the baby.

“I think it will affect the 
repercussions, with this law 
in Texas if female survivors 
happen to become pregnant 
because of rape, I think that 
just will have more of like a 
devastating effect on mental 
health. So maybe the ban will 
not directly affect the rate of 

rape, but the rate of mental 
health, or the rate of illegal 
abortions,” senior Sophia 
Pietan explained.

LOOKING AHEAD
Abortions are still avail-

able to Texans in other states, 
however, if women choose to 
travel to other states, they may 
have to face a waiting period 
before receiving the abortion 
along with travel time and 
costs. Before the ban, the av-
erage distance to an abortion 
clinic was 12 miles, now that 
has grown to 248 miles.

Senior Michael May said 
having abortions legal in other 
states will skyrocket cases in 
other states that may not have 
the capacity for high abor-
tion demands. Although some 
states might have extreme 
regulations and limits on abor-
tion clinics and how they run 
and operate. There are some 
states very far and very close 
to the border with loosened 
restrictions. When there is a 
state as big as Texas, and they 
have these women flooding 
into other states to get abor-
tions, that is costly for the 
drive. Also women in need of 
an abortion are going to need 
to take time off of work. Then, 
it is not a guarantee that these 
abortion clinics can take them.

In some situations, abor-
tions are deemed necessary 
and with legal, safe abortions 
hard to come by, women may 
resort to at-home, unsafe abor-
tions, putting the woman at 
high risk of excessive bleed-
ing, mental trauma, and other 
health dangers. 

“It’s one of those things 
where abortion itself cannot 
be stopped. No matter what 
we’re talking about, things 
I’ve seen through history, 
women are going to get abor-
tions. It’s just whether or 
not they’re going to be able 
to get safe abortions,” May 
explained.

NISSA WILCOX
Layout Editor

Pro-choice movement set 
back by Texas abortion ban

In 1973, history was made 
in the United States by nine 
Supreme Court justices when 
they ruled that the contro-
versial medical procedure of 
abortion falls under a woman’s 
constitutional Right to Privacy. 
Ripples of the ruling are felt 
today, as states compete to 
limit or further this now polar-
izing issue. Women’s rights 
and religion all permeate the 
long and twisting history of 
Roe vs. Wade. 

THE CASE 
Interestingly enough, the 

criminalization of abortion 
procedures began as a business 
technique. Before the twentieth 
century, abortion was com-
mon. Many who provided the 
medical procedure advertised 
their practices in local papers, 
taking away potential custom-
ers for practicing doctors. This 
perceived slight against medi-
cal professionals, which caused 
a huge push for the criminal-
ization of such procedures.

Roe v. Wade began as a 
simple ruling from the state of 
Texas, prohibiting all abortions 
in exclusion to life-saving 
abortions. This law was con-
tested by Norma McCorvey, 
more commonly known as 
Jane Roe, who was seeking 
an abortion for an unwanted 
pregnancy. Heading the case 
were Linda Coffee and Sarah 
Weddington, who sought to 
overturn the new Texas law. 
Henry Wade, the district 
attorney of Dallas County, 

defended the Texas law to the 
Supreme Court. 

This case was taken to the 
Supreme Court on Jan. 22, 
1973. A seven-to-two deci-
sion amongst Justices ruled 
abortions fell under the Ninth 
Amendment, the Right to Pri-
vacy. States were now allowed 
to rule individually on issues 
like Roe v. Wade, opening the 
door for many states to legalize 
and regulate abortion proce-
dures.

“Roe v. Wade essentially 
required all states to offer 
some legalized form of abor-
tion for pregnant women. 
Those offerings can look very 
different and have different 
timelines state to state though,” 
explained U.S. History teacher 
Ryan Miller.

THE REACTIONS
This ruling polarized the 

nation, with many fiercely de-
fending their position. This rul-
ing quickly became infamous 
as one of the most debated 
issues of all time. These two 
factions became known as Pro-
Choice and Pro-Life. 

 “My body, my choice,” 
stated senior Eliza Weston. “I 
don’t know better words to 
describe that as a 17 year old. 
No way would I want to have a 
child right now... same for ev-
ery other woman making their 
own personal decision. I am 
not ready to have a kid. I am 
not financially stable to have 
a kid, and I am not mentally 
prepared to have a kid. I do not 
want to have a kid. That’s all 
that matters.”

Senior Brea Davis believes 
Roe v. Wade was a pivotal 
moment in woman’s history 

globally. It reassured women 
everywhere it “is your right 
and that it is your decision 
to be in charge of your own 
body.”

These factions can still 
be seen prominently in the 
judiciary system. It can be seen 
in the cases that have passed 
through the Supreme Court 
in an attempt to neutralize the 
power of Roe v. Wade. 

Miller explained that the 
legality of abortion under the 
constitution, as seen recently 
in some southern states in the 
Heartbeat Bills, is still refused 
by some areas 

One of these cases was 
Casey v. Planned Parenthood, 
in which the Justices reiter-
ated their ruling in Roe. Many 
other cases have come and 
gone, such as Whole Women’s 
Health v. Hellerstedt, Doe v. 
Bolton, and Gonzales v. Car-
hart, all of which the Supreme 
Court upheld their ruling from 
1973. It can be seen in our 
present times, in the newly 
introduced Heartbeat Bills 
from Texas. 

“The issue of abortion 
continues to be a polarizing 
issue now as it was then, but 
the ruling was largely accepted 
because it had to be. When the 
highest court in the land offers 
a ruling, a functioning republic 
has to accept the ruling in the 
moment if it hopes to con-
tinue,” Miller said.

The past 60 years, Roe v. 
Wade has seen many legisla-
tive measures to modify its 
original ruling. Abortion is a 
topic that continues to divide 
the nation, but the Supreme 
Court has stood by its ruling 
from 1973.

SOPHIA ARNDT
Photography EIC

Copy Editor

Breaking down Roe v. Wade

1821

1963

1967

1976

1971

2021

19971992
2003

1873 1890
Under the Grant administration, 
the Comstock Act bans access to 
information about abortion and 
birthcontrol.

Abortion was regulated 
by American Medical 
Association.  Women 
had to get reffered by 
multiple physicians 
to comfirm that the 
mother’s life would be 
at risk.

The Society for 
Human Abortion 
opposes the law by 
providing information 
about abortion and 
birth control.

President Kennedy creates 
the Presidential Advisory 
Council and calls for the 
repeal of abortion.

The Comstock Act 
gets repealed. Roe vs. 
Wade allows women to 
terminate pregnancies 
through abortion.

Hyde Amendment bans the use of Medic-
aid and other forms of government welfare 
for abortion.

Planned Parenthood vs. Casey reaffirms 
the argument of Roe v. Wade.

Two bombs blow up Rock Abortion 
clinic in Atlanta.

President Bush signed 
into a federal ban on all 
abortion procedures.  The 
ban was struck down by 
the National Abortion 
Federation.

Reproductive Health Act passed in 
New York State allows for abortions 
past the 24th week if the mother’s life 
is in danger.

Texas Heartbeat Act is passed and allows any per-
son to sue someone after six weeks of pregnancy.

*This was blocked by Texas federal judge Oct.7, 
2021.
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Women’s reproductive rights in spotlight

The first statuary 
abortionp regula-
tion was enacted 
in Conneticut.  The 
regulation was 
used to protect 
women from the 
dangerous meth-
ods of medicine 
used at the time.
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A new Health Occupations Stu-
dents of America (HOSA) club has 
just started up for students. The club 
is geared towards young adults look-
ing to go into a career in the medical 
field. In this club, they will learn 
leadership skills, as well as strengthen 
their academic skills. With a charter 
obtained by junior Shania Youssef, 
health science teacher Doug Long 
will be the advisor for the new club.

HOSA is an international orga-
nization with clubs at both the high 
school and college level. Youssef took 
it upon herself to get a charter for the 
school to get it’s own club.

“I contacted the state HOSA asso-
ciation to let them know that I wanted 
to make a chapter. So I DMed them 
on Instagram, and one of the state 
officers and I met up via zoom and 
created a plan,” Youssef explained. 
“First to check with an advisor and 
make the club official with adminis-
tration. From there, I recruited friends 
and asked around and spread the 
word about the club.”

This is the first club revolving 
around healthcare. The goal of the 
club is to expose students to oppor-
tunities and ideas about the future. 
HOSA is also a 100% student led 
program, therefore the club makes 
decisions based on what its members 
are most interested in. Youssef found 
out about the club through a summer 
pathway to college program.

“I knew that I wanted to start 
something at my school and contrib-
ute in that way, but more importantly 
I wanted to kind of take into consider-
ation my interest, which was health-
care,” Youssef said. “This was my 
way of making a lasting impact.”

Long is a long time CIS Anatomy 
and HAMT teacher. He enjoys 
watching his students learn and apply 
things they see and learn in class into 
real life situations.

Long’s favorite thing about teach-
ing health science is “being able to 

provide opportunities that get kids 
excited about stuff and being able to 
see that there’s something that they’re 
learning in class that can be appli-
cable to things that they might run 
into down the road.” The class does 
not force learning, “they’re learning 

because they see the value. It is going 
to help them and they can apply it to 
their college studies at some point.” 

Long is looking forward to be-
ing the new HOSA advisor. He has 
wanted to start a club for quite some 
time, but never got around to it. Until 

Youssef, whom he had never met, 
sent him an email asking if he would 
be the club’s advisor.

Long was excited about the club. 
All the heavy-lifting had been done so 
he was ready to “get the ball rolling.” 
Long did not have to do as much of 
the work as he thought he needed to, 
because Youssef took care of it.  

The idea of HOSA club sparked 
the attention of senior Margaret Sw-
enson, one of Long’s students. Many 
of the students interested in joining 
the club want to go into healthcare, 
just like Swenson. 

Long said, “My hope is that HOSA 
will provide opportunities for them 
to engage in authentic things that will 
help in their planning for a healthcare 
career.”

“I thought it was really interesting 
to me how it’s both a high school or-
ganization and a college organization. 
So part of the interest for me would 
be going into it not only to learn 
about healthcare careers because 
I’m not exactly sure what I want to 
do, but also that it’s something that I 
could continue moving forward into 
college,” Swenson said. 

HOSA is for anyone and everyone 
to join. It is geared toward healthcare, 
and is a new opportunity for students 
to learn new things. For some stu-
dents, things they may not have put 
much thought into in the past.

“My hope is that HOSA will 
provide opportunities for them to 
engage in authentic things that will 
help in their planning for a healthcare 
career. I’m hoping that it puts them in 
contact with resources that are people 
that have had experience in the field, 
whomever that can guide them in 
their journey,” Long explained. 
“What I’m looking forward to is just 
to see what kind of activities that they 
come up with, what is their plan, what 
do they want to do, what do they want 
to involve, and where can they go 
with this. I am excited to hear about 
what their plan is and I’m  excited to 
be in a position where I can help them 
find resources so that they can make 
this the best experience for everybody 
in the group,” Long added.
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HOSA club begins for students
Health Occupations Students of America gears towards teaching young adults 
looking to go into the medical field, leadership and academic skills 

"We're outside of the virtual envi-
ronment. We had a ton of new novice 
debaters show up," debate coach 
Corey Quick said.

While helping the novices get 
into the swing of things, returning 
members of the team were work-
ing hard to prepare for this season 
while adjusting back to the in-person 
environment. Members were excited 
to collaborate together.

The first topic up for debate is, 
"The U.S. Constitution should be 
amended to limit the term of future 
Supreme Court Justices to 18 years."

Members were eager to learn as 
much as they can about the first topic, 
keeping in mind the importance of it 
in U.S. politics. They will compete in 
three online tournaments on this topic 
before they move on to the next topic.

This is a topic senior captain 

Gursimrat Dahry said "both sides 
can see equal arguments on and you 
can find really good evidence for. . .  
this particular topic on the Supreme 
Court, this debate continues to politi-
cally relevant in today's nation and is 
essential for our generation, Gen Z, to 
learn more about."

After coming off of a difficult 
year, the debate team saw a renewed 
interest in the activity. The large nov-
ice group had many members from 
all grades. Returning members and 
captains were excited to work with 
the new students.

"I'm going to say I'm just very 
grateful. There are so many people 
here. I think a lot of people were 
reluctant to join last year just because 
everything was online. We were 
practicing online, tournaments were 
online. It was hard to actually develop 
a team. This year we have an opportu-
nity to do that in person," senior team 
captain Kellogg said.

Debate members were working 

diligently, hoping to succeed this sea-
son. They prepared their individual, 
partner, and team cases. Returning 
members helped the novices by con-
tributing to their cases and answered 
any questions they had.

"As a team, I'm researching all I 
can and taking down filing evidence 
cards, so that we, you know, have 
those citations to use in rounds. And 
on my own, I've been writing my case 
so I have something to say in rounds," 
sophomore Soren Peterson said.

Working in pairs was one of the 
many benefits of debate. Members 
could collaborate one on one with 
each other, getting to know their part-
ner well. Members not only had the 
support of a whole team, but someone 
individually to trust and rely on.

"You have someone to bounce 
ideas off of, someone to support you 
. . . it's just fun to have two minds 
working opposed to one and it's kind 
of amazing how much more stuff 
you can come up with when it's two 

people," senior Tommy White said.
Dahry and Kellogg spilt the re-

sponsibility of being debate captains 
to lighten the load on both ends. With 
the support of Quick and coach Laura 
Hammond, they were able to lead the 
team's research and help members 
through challenges. Their experience 
of being captains in the previous sea-
son will help them lead a successful 
team this season.

"Kyra and I are really good at dif-
ferent things. I would say she is defi-
nitely more of the social person and 
handles a lot of the team events. Also, 
stuff with the novices or the new 
people who are interested in debate. 
I usually work more with the return-
ers or, at least last year, that's how 
the responsibility was spilt but were 
pretty flexible with that. We don't re-
ally allocate stuff," Dahry said.

"I think it's going to be a great 
season and I'm really looking forward 
to it and we'll keep posting how we 
do," Quick concluded.

Debate team prepares for upcoming season

HOSA club members junior Shania Youssef and senior Bella Godfrey practice 
taking a pulse and taking blood pressure, while club advisor Doug Long super-
vises. Junior Shania Youssef practices sutures on fake skin.

Why join

PHOTOS BY SARA NORTON

“HOSA is for everyone, not just people 

who are intrested in healthcare because it 

is a really good opportunity to collaborate, 

network, and participate in service and 

get more involved in your school.”

- Shania Youssef

“If students look into HOSA,  not knowing 

if they want to do healthcare or not, it’s 

a really good way to be exposed to the 

field and it can give you a good grasp on if 

that’s something you want to pursue.”

-Margaret Swenson
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Apple’s new event took place 
on Sept. 14 inside of the Steve Jobs 
Theater on the Apple Park campus 
in Cupertino, CA.  The event was set 
to take place online through means 
of the internet, so virtually, anyone 
could see the event. The event was to 
unveil new products coming out in 
the near future. Some of the products 
contain the new iPhone 13, Apple 
Watch Series 7 and finally the new 
generation of the AirPods, AirPods 
3. This was Apple’s first fall event of 
the year.

The new iPhone 13 consists of 
many new features. This included an 
increase of pro-motion displays, an 
A15 chip, and a faster 5G capabil-
ity. The A15 performance rate is 15 
trillion operations per second, which 
is 4.8 trillion more than the A14 that 
was imbedded in the iPhone 12.

“They added a 120 Hertz on 
display. So when you’re scrolling 
everything, you’ll notice that we can 
build up a lot more responsive and 
fast,” junior Adnan Ahmed said.

The iPhone 13 has the same Ce-

ramicShield display on the front, with 
durable glass on the back with flat 
edges. The 13 has 120 Hertz but still 
has the same stellar OLED panel.

Sophomore Sam Suro said he liked 
the feeling of a squared out phone 
because it fits better in his hand than 
with the previous models on the 
iPhone 6 to the iPhone 11 that have 
curved edges.

The 13 had bright and colorful 
images that beat the earliest Samsung 
that came out. The photographic 
styles give the customer more control. 
It has an accuracy of white balance, 
indoor or outdoor, as well as great 
detail.

“I think this iPhone would be 
really great, but this isn’t going to 
be the new big thing thats going to 
have a lot of people buy the iPhone,” 
senior Krister Kahl said.

The camera of the 13 has a new 
diagonal arrangement in the lenses, 
giving it a wide camera that lets in 
47% more light than the iPhone 12.

Ahmed said the upgraded cam-
eras are better and when learning the 
background in recording videos and 
using censorship.

The price of iPhone 13 starts at 
$799. It looks like the prices have 

gone up. The reason behind this is the 
iPhone 13 now has 128GB of stor-
age. All other models continue to go 
higher as the more features they put 
into the new phones, such as; camera, 
hertz and more storage.

The Apple Watch 7 includes a 
comfortable fit. Apple has changed its 
style, and revamped to a flat design 
and a larger display for an easier 
read. It has a new flat edge and has a 
smaller bezel.

“Pros are for people who like me 
get a little bit extra and get one of 
the biggest possible phones,” Ahmed 

added, “It makes sense why the 
prices are a little bit higher but I think 
$800-750 is a good price with the 
new iPhone.”

“Customizable Do Not Disturb, 
so while I’m in school Youtube, 
Instagram and Snapchat can’t send 
you notification and after I leave the 
school building it’ll let me know all 
theses things happened while you’re 
at schools so we don’t get distracted,” 
Ahmed added, “IOS as a whole has 
become a lot faster and a lot more 
unified enviroment because they’re 
real quick.”

Online Editor

Anticipation bubbled in the room 
as the cast of the Zephyr Theater’s 
‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ got 
ready for their performance. Hair 
up, makeup on, mics checked, props 
set, everyone in costume. Hushed 
mumbles of lines echo as there was 
a controlled, yet chaotic atmosphere 
in the space. “Places!” the director 
called. It was time. The first person 
stepped on stage... and the perfor-
mance started.

During September and early 
October, the Zephyr’s group of young 
actors rehearsed Shakespeare’s ‘A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream’ at the 
former train depot in downtown 
Stillwater. With help from Director 
Cassidy Hall, they worked to get their 
production on stage, creating some-
thing the audience would remember.

“Shakespeare was such a colorful 
writer. There are so many opportuni-
ties for actors to paint pictures with 
their words,” Hall said.

Performing a play by Shakespeare 
was a daunting task, especially with 
limited time. But for Hall, ‘A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream’ has a special 
place in her heart. She could not pass 
up the opportunity to work on this 
play with aspiring young actors at 
their theater.

Hall explained ‘A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream’ is her overall favor-
ite show. She loves the “many great 
comedic moments and the limitless 
amount of options with the weird 
collection of characters.”Although the 
script had been written long ago, she 
discovered “the storyline can be relat-
able today and the actors are still able 

to find connections through the script.”
The Zephyr has worked with 

young actors since 2017, producing 
a variety of successful performances, 
such as the Lion King Jr, Madagascar 
Jr, Signing in the Rain and Newsies; 
but putting on a Shakespeare produc-
tion was brand new territory. This 
had been the first teen Shakespeare 
production at the Zephyr.

Sophomore Peter Banister plans 
to continue encouraging his fellow 
actors to challenge themselves and 
build up their confidence. He hopes to 
improve his work in Shakespeare and 
was excited to perform in front of a 
live audience again.

This production was a big step-
ping stone for the Zephyr’s overall 
mission. After being founded in 2013 

and the train depot being purchased, 
the Zephyr has grown into an amaz-
ing theater that has hosted a variety 
of concerts, events and performances 
over the past years. They are cur-
rently at work to build a 330-seat 
auditorium and continue to strengthen 
connections within the community.

 “Part of the goal is to expand to as 
many different areas as we can within 
theater, so expanding the Shakespeare 
wing is a bonus. One of my main 
passions is to not have students being 
put down as ‘they’re just kids.’ I do 
whatever I can to encourage students, 
like ‘you can do Shakespeare, just as 
well as anybody can. Don’t let any-
one tell you otherwise!’ We’re build-
ing a strong group of people who are 
encouraged and empowered to do the 

arts in a place that values them, and 
that is very important,” Hall said.

The Shakespearean language, 
monologues, rhythm, memorization 
and the depth of the characters have 
proved to be a challenge for these ac-
tors. However, these performers have 
found many benefits to performing this 
style of theater that dates back to 1591.

“Shakespeare is a different level 
of theater. His language is hard to 
understand. You have to look at it a 
certain way, more of starting from the 
backwards to the front, like Yoda,” 
sophomore Gigi Zawislak added. 
“Shakespeare is fascinating to me, be-
cause it gives you a different perspec-
tive on a world, more than normal 
language. Since it’s so descriptive, it 
gives you much more dynamic to the 
characters, lines, and their meanings.”

The Zephyr Theater has provided 
a space for inclusion, confidence, 
empathy and a break from reality. The 
teen actors in this production found a 
place they can be themselves; where 
they can let go of their stress and en-
ter a world they created. In this space, 
people gathered to listen and generate 
a deeper understanding for each other. 
The performers were taught to dive 
deeper and discovered their gift to see 
the potential in others.

Junior Joey Rowe explained, 
“Theater is a way of expressing your-
self and having a more open mind to 
what other people feel, how to under-
stand them, and how to help.”

The young actors at the Zephyr 
Theater accomplished so much. They 
performed ‘A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream’ in a way that was significant 
to the audience and in their own eyes.

“It’s all just real life put on stage,” 
Hall said. to the audience and in their 
own eyes.
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Actors at Zephyr Theatre perform 
‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’

New Apple products announced for fall 2021
SIENNA XIONG

The young actors from the Zephyr work on perfecting their craft by performing 
on the stage.
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The increase of environmental cli-
mate change is not an if anymore, it 
has been affecting everyone yesterday, 
today, tomorrow and across the globe 
to personal yards.

Climate change is a cause-and-
effect tree. It starts with greenhouse 
gases that are warming up the environ-
ment, branches off to rising tempera-
ture, which leads to droughts, fires, air 
quality diminishing, farms becoming 
less fruitful and an increase of grocery 
prices. 

Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources has recorded that Minne-
sota has had an increase of tempera-
ture by 3 degrees Fahrenheit and has 
been experiencing more frequent and 
extreme participation events.

“[The] answer to that is not about 
belief. It’s about evidence collected 
over, by many different people in 
many different disciplines... I’ll say 
it the other way. If you don’t believe, 
it’s just wishful thinking.” Dr. Jessica 
Hellman, Director of UMN Institute 
on Environment at the University of 
Minnesota, said about climate change, 

“It’s that enhanced greenhouse ef-
fect making the world warmer that 
changes our weather patterns, how or-
ganisms live, how they move, causing 
fires, and extreme events, flash floods, 
and droughts, all a result of the en-
hanced greenhouse effect,” Hellman 
explained.

Fires have been destroying the 
environment by rapidly increasing 
greenhouse gas and decreasing the air 
quality with more smoke. This is mak-
ing it dangerous for people to breathe 
and destroying nature. People are los-
ing their homes and being displaced. 
In Brazil, about 5.4 million acres of 
the Amazon forest have burned. In 
California about 6,900 accidental 

fires happened, destroying 
about 1.7 million acres of 
land this fire season.

“I do worry, my sis-
ter lives in California, I 
keep wondering if maybe 
she should be living there 
anymore because the 
smoke is so bad, I feel it’s not good 
for my nieces,” Hellman said.

Minnesota has already seen an in-
crease of 3 degrees Fahrenheit in the 
last century. Just this year it has been 
the hottest summer in Minnesota on 
record. There has also been an in-
crease in more severe precipitation 
weather events. From 1959 to 2012 
there has been an increase of 20% in 
precipitation.

Science teacher Timothy Roser has 
noticed Twin Cities winters have got-
ten significantly warmer. Roser said 
that with these severe weather events 
people are also missing school which 
affects teachers, which affect families 
as parents cannot go to work.

Harvests have been coming back 
much less fruitful. Farmers are seeing 
the side effects of climate change with 
the increase in temperature, droughts 
and fires destroying their fields. Shop-
pers are also seeing the effects of this 
with the increase in the prices of gro-
ceries.

“My uncle is a farmer in Western 
Minnesota and he had no crops this 
year” Paige Kaess, a manager at Pane-
ra Bread said.

“As a mom, it also breaks my 
heart,” Hellman said. “You guys will 
have even more consequences to cli-
mate change to deal with,” and adds, 
“We need to be much more aggressive 
because it’s our responsibility to leave 
the planet for our children and grand-
children.”

The new generation will have to 
deal with even more consequences. 
Roser has, “a lot of faith in this com-
ing generation”, in what they can do to 

Climate change 
no longer a 
question

CHARLI BURDICK-KITCHELL

428 
billion 

metric 
tons of ice 
sheets 

Sea 
levels 
rise 3.4 
millime-

ters per 
year

de-
crease in 

global 
ocean 
oxygen 

levels

car-
bon di-
oxide rises 
416 parts 
per mil-
lion

+1600 
deaths associ-

ated with 
heatwaves 
and wild-

fires

Graphics Editor
Copy Editor

CREATIVE COMMONS THROUGH FREE 
PUBLIC DOMAIN ILLUSTRATIONS BY 

RAWPIXEL
GRAPHICS BY ISABELLE KNIGHTON

THERE IS NO 
PLANET B



11Oct. 15, 2021Editorial The Pony Express

EIC COLUMN

Pony Clapback
ABBY THIBODEAU

On Aug. 30, the last U.S. soldiers 
in Afghanistan boarded a plane 
back to the United States in compli-
ance with executive orders from the 
Biden administration. While troops 
exited, the Taliban overthrew the 
Afghan government and attacked the 
Kabul Airport. They took control of 
previous U.S. military bases in the 
region and gained access to equip-
ment and intel.

While the majority of U.S./Af-
ghan relations began after the 9/11 
terrorist attacks, issues regarding 
the Taliban started during the Cold 
War. The U.S. and the Soviet Union 
fought for control of Afghanistan. 
In the late 1980s when both nations 
left, Afghanistan fell into civil war. 
This conflict allowed the Taliban to 
rise and led up to the events of 9/11.

“When the Taliban came into 
power, they were a definite threat, 
not just in their political values 
and their extremist ideology, 
and their completely awful hu-
man rights record about women, 
education and freedoms, but they 
harbored terrorists so al Qaeda,” 
social studies teacher Matthew 
Bergquist explained.

Despite the Taliban suicide 
bombing at the Kabul airport on 
Aug. 26 that killed 13 U.S. Ma-
rines, Biden stood by his decision 
to withdraw all troops by Aug. 31. 
He received criticism for the rushed 
evacuation that left $85 billion of 
equipment, over two thousand U.S. 
citizens, and information stored in 
embassies around Afghanistan. 

“America unfortunately has 
historical amnesia...people need to 
look more at history, look at Viet-
nam. I think a lot more Americans 
would have a better perspective on 
what leaving an occupation looks 
like,” Bergquist added.
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State legislatures pass 
voter suppression laws

JASMINE ALLISON
Social Media Editor

After the 2020 presidential elec-
tion, 17 Republican-controlled state 
legislatures have passed laws that 
further limited their constituents’ 
ability to vote in upcoming elections. 
Republican supporters of the bill 
state that upholding voter integrity 
and confidence in our elections is the 
primary goal of such bills. Demo-
crats and social activists say that the 
laws specifically target minorities’ 
constitutional rights to vote as they 
seem to specifically affect minority 
voting institutions and discourage 
minority voter turnout.

The former president and his al-
lies have propagated the “Big Lie” 
that the election was stolen from him 
when he lost his reelection bid to 
Joe Biden. Trump and his allies have 
claimed, among other things, that 
Dominion Voting Systems was influ-
enced to change votes from Trump to 
Biden by Venezuela, that millions of 
dead people illegally voted and that 
millions of uncertified mail-in ballots 
for Biden were suddenly counted 
in battleground states after election 
night.

Because of the “Big Lie”, many 
Republicans, including junior Eric 
Jurek, Young Republicans President, 
believes that very strange things that 
went on during the 2020 election. 
Supporters of the bill believe that 
the voter restriction bills will ensure 
secure, fraud-free elections and 
increase confidence in our election 
systems.

However, despite all the allega-
tions, then-attorney general Bill Barr 
and the Department of Justice found 
no evidence of widespread voter 
fraud. The Department of Home-
land Security’s Cybersecurity and 
Infrastructure found no evidence of 
compromised voting systems. The 
Trump campaign brought 61 cases 
of voter fraud to court and in 60 of 
them, they were unable to prove 
any voter fraud. Audits and recounts 
of ballots requested by the Trump 
campaign validated the original 
number of ballots cast. Regarding 

the millions of mail-in ballots for 
Biden counted after election night, it 
does not indicate mass voter fraud. 
Because Democrats voted by mail in 
much larger numbers than Repub-
licans and the process of verifying 
of mail-in ballots takes longer, it is 
simply a description of the reality of 
how mail-in ballots are certified and 
counted.

If there is no proof of widespread 
voter fraud, then it seems that the 
argument of reducing widespread 
voter fraud via voter restriction laws 
seem baseless and unwarranted. Crit-
ics from both sides of the political 
spectrum have stated that the only 
consequences of propagating the 
“Big Lie” and voter restriction laws 
is unnecessary and unfounded public 
distrust in the country’s core demo-
cratic institutions.

“I agree with voter integ-
rity. However, you have to 

let the numbers dictate 
the conversation and 

that’s where it becomes 
pretty obvious that there 
doesn’t necessarily need 
to be laws because voter 

integrity is intact.”
Matt Kierdrowski

“I agree with voter integ-
rity. However, you have to let the 
numbers dictate the conversation,” 
Matt Kierdrowski, AP U.S. history 
teacher, explained. “And that’s where 
I think it becomes pretty obvious 
that there doesn’t necessarily need 
to be laws because voter integrity is 
intact.”

Considering that voter integrity is 
intact, the only other reason why Re-
publicans would want to pass voter 
restriction laws is to suppress and 
discourage voters. The new wave of 
voter suppression laws have been 

received by many saying that such 
laws are a strategic tactic to suppress 
and discourage minority voters who 
tend to vote Democratic.

Many have compared the new 
voter laws to the Jim Crow laws. Jim 
Crow laws were essentially legal 
ways to put Black citizens into in-
dentured servitude, take their voting 
rights away, and control where they 
lived and traveled.

The provisions regarding early 
voting in some states cuts early vot-
ing on Sundays, which according to 
Eliza Swern-Beckner, a voting rights 
and elections counselor at the Bren-
nan Center, say that “the policy in in 
the Texas bill that banned earl voting 
hours during the Sunday before the 
Election Day, which very clearly 
targets Souls to the Polls efforts 
that are clearly organized by Black 
Churches.”

Other provisions similarly target 
minority communities. Provisions in 
the Georgia’s laws regarding drop-
off ballot boxes reduced the number 
boxes from 94 to 23 in Fulton, Cobb, 
DeKalb and Gwinnett. Such counties 
have high concentrations of Black 
communities and were most certainly 
affect minorities and young people 
who used mail-in ballots in large 
numbers in 2020. Reduced hours at 
polling places similarly affect coun-
ties with large minority populations.

Perhaps the most egregious voter 
suppression provision can be found 
in Georgia’s bill. As cultural liaison 
Cornelius Rish explained,  “It’s just 
simple restrictions such as access. 
You can’t give water or food to 
somebody standing in line. We all 
know that in northeastern communi-
ties (in Georgia), because of the lack 
of polling places, which is strategic 
right, there has been long lines. 
Some lines are two, three, four hours 
long in order to vote. So somebody 
saying that it is illegal to give some-
body water or food, somebody now 
has to wade for hours in line with no 
provisions.”

Read more online at
sahsponyexpress.com
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Senior Sunrise

Pep Fest

PHOTOS BY SOPHIA ARNDT

Seniors Dallas Denning and Veda Roeske join Stillwa-
ters’ Homecoming Court as 2021 homecoming king 
and queen. Pep fest held activities such as the hot 
dog eating contest, homecoming royalty performanc-
es, and a performance by the Chevals dance team.

Seniors Bo McBride and Alice Falkenberg (pictured on left) celebrate the end of homecoming 
week during senior sunrise Sept. 24, seniors watch the sunrise on the football field together, 
beginning at 6:45 a.m. and heading to class at 7:30 a.m.

Junior team triumphed over seniors Powderpuff 
team. Sharing congratulations, the two teams faced 
off in the annual Powder puff charity football game, 
raising funds for the Randy Shaver Cancer Fund. 
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